Allison Barden – 8/7/07 – Answers to Ch. 12 Exercises

Exercise #5:  In the following pairs of English words, the bold-faced portions are pronounced the same but spelled differently.  Can you think of any reason why the spelling should remain distinct?  (Hint:  reel and real are pronounced the same, but reality shows the presence of a phonemic / ǽ/ in real.)

	A 
	B 
	Reason 

	I am 
	Iamb 
	Iambic /b/ 

	Goose 
	Produce
	Production /k/ 

	Fashion 
	Complication 
	Complicate /t/ 

	Newton 
	Organ 
	Organic /ǽ/ 

	No 
	Know 
	Knowledge /a/ 

	Hymn 
	Him 
	Hymnal /n/ 


Exercise #8:  In the written form, the following sentences are not ambiguous, but they would be if spoken.  State the devices used in writing that make the meanings explicit.

a. They’re my brothers’ keepers

a. They’re shows that it is they are instead of there and punctuation shows that brothers is plural. 
b. He said, “He will take the garbage out.”

a. This shows that the person said the phrase “He will take the garbage out,” not that he would complete the action of taking the garbage out.

c. The red book was read.

a. Distinguishes between the color and the action (adjective and verb).

d. The flower was on the table.

a. Distinguishes between the plant and the baking ingredient. 
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