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August 2, 2007

Theme/Topic:  Phonetics

Grade/Language Level:  ESOL Beginner/Intermediate, Grades 5-8

Background Information:  

This is a beginning intermediate ESOL class of 14 students.  This lesson would take place within a unit based using phonetics and phonology in context to learn the importance of remembering some of the nuances of phonetic representations in the English language.  Students at this point are becoming familiar with the patterns we see in English as they are constantly immersed in authentic texts such as newspapers, storybooks and other forms of print.  Students are able to read beginning level texts with little help and have been briefly introduced to the IPA.

Content Objectives:
Knowledge: Students will be able to identify and apply the appropriate phonetic representation for various English sounds.  

Processes/Skills:  Students will read a poem that outlines the various exceptions to English phonetic/phonological rules and then complete various exercises as a group and individually to practice the different circumstances in which different groups of letters produce the same sound.

TESOL Standards: Goal 2, Standard 2
To use English to achieve academically in all content areas: Students will use English to obtain, process, construct, and provide subject matter information in spoken and written form.  Students will work together in gaining knowledge of English phonetics both orally and in written form.
Language Objectives:

Language Awareness:  Students will be aware that many times English spelling does not sound the same way that it looks and that there can be more than one way to express a sound, such as the ‘e’ sound in see, sea, piece, etc.  They will also be able to apply the IPA to English words in order to become familiar with phonetic representation.


Language Use:  Students will begin class by reading a poem.  They will be listening to the teachers for instructions and participating in class discussion as well as pair discussions.  Finally, students will be responsible for answering the problems to their independent practice in written form.


TESOL Standards:  Goal 2, Standard 2
To use English to achieve academically in all content areas: Students will use English to obtain, process, construct, and provide subject matter information in spoken and written form.  Descriptors include - listening to, speaking, reading, and writing about subject matter information and representing information visually and orally through written assignments and class discussions.
Learning Strategies Objectives:

Metacognitive Awareness:  Students will be able to manage their own learning throughout the various tasks.  Students will be able to evaluate how much they already know of the inconsistencies of the English language while they are reading the warm-up poem.  Throughout the remainder of the lesson students will be participating in various activities that will allow them to ascertain whether they are comprehending the content of the lesson.  Students will participate in class and small group discussions to compare their thoughts with other students in the class.  


Strategies to Learn/Practice:  Use imagery, Use prior knowledge

TESOL Standards: Goal 2, Standard 3
To use English to achieve academically in all content areas: Students will use appropriate learning strategies to construct and apply academic knowledge.  Descriptors include rehearsing and visualizing information, which will be achieved through the use of the IPA with pictures and the maze.  The students will also have a chance to discuss material with teachers and classmates.

Materials:
Power Point

Poem:  The Chaos
Vowel Sounds and Consonant Sounds Handouts

Maze Activity Handout

Guided and Independent Practice Exercises

Procedures
Preparation (warm-up):  

Students will be introduced to English language inconsistencies in a warm-up activity that asks each student to take a turn reading a verse of the poem:  The Chaos.  This poem illustrates how in English, there are multiple means of making the same sound in written language and how often, words written with the same letters may sound different.  [While this poem may be slightly over the heads of our middle school students, we thought it did a great job of illustrating the importance of being familiar with phonetics as an ESOL teacher!]

Presentation (intro/developmental activities):  

Students will be presented with visualizations of the IPA characters to show how the symbols sound.  As a class we will go through various sounds and discuss why it is necessary to have a phonetic alphabet.  This should be pretty obvious after reading the poem!  

Students will be asked to acknowledge how much easier it is to remember the sounds for each symbol when using pictures.  This is a valuable learning strategy called Use Imagery.  This allows us to picture something in our minds to help us find an answer and we can use this strategy in many different learning tasks.  

Students will also be asked to draw on prior knowledge in coming up with words that may be spelled differently but make the same sound.  The focus of this lesson will be the ‘e’ sound as in tree (/i/).  

In a developmental activity that illustrates this point further, students will be given a “maze” of words and asked to connect all of the words where the /i/ sound is present, regardless of spelling.  Students may work in pairs on this activity and the final result will be a helpful depiction of the many ways in which the /i/ is represented in the English language.

Guided Practice:
Students will learn to further apply the IPA characters to English words in completing Exercise 1 (attached) as a class exercise.  Answers will be given orally and recorded by the teacher.  In the exercise, students are asked to transcribe the given words using the IPA.  Students will practice saying the words aloud to identify the major sounds and then, using their alphabet handouts will provide the teacher with oral transcriptions.

Independent Practice:  

Students will practice the transcription process further with an independent practice activity, Exercise 2 (attached), that asks them to rewrite transcribed English sentences in normal spelling.  Again, students will be using their phonetic alphabet handouts as resources and will hand their responses in to teachers for a grade.

Self-evaluation:  

At the beginning of the series of lessons on Phonetics, the students will be given a questionnaire rating their comfort levels with English spelling and pronunciation.  The same questionnaire will be given again several classes later in the middle of the Phonetics segment and for a third time at the end.  The questions will be created from the learning targets of the lessons, to evaluate the progress of the student’s comfort level and comprehension over time.    Upon the completion of each of our activities, the answers will be given and students will know whether they responded correctly or incorrectly and whether the correct response makes sense to them.  It is likely that with group and individual practice over time, and by grading their own papers during class, the students will see their own progress and rate themselves higher on each new questionnaire.  

Closure:

Students will be given a phonetically transcribed verse of the poem that we used at the beginning of class to bring today’s lesson’s activities full circle.

Expansion:  
There are a number of ways to expand this lesson.  Our major focus was on the phoneme /i/.  The same attention can be given to any number of sounds in the English language.  Students could be asked to come up with another example, such as /u/, along with words to support their idea.

Also, this topic brings up the issue of changing the rules of English spelling…
Assessment:
Students will be assessed informally throughout the lesson through participation in class discussion, whether they were able to provide the correct answers and observation of small group discussions.  They will be assessed formally on the completion of their independent practice and will be tested on the content of this lesson at the end of the unit.
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Exercise 1




Name _______________________

Directions:  Using the Vowel and Consonant Sounds worksheets, transcribe the following words:

tick 





kite

key 





man

men 





grace

safe





zilch

sole





push

soul





teen

sea





yank

beige





scream

gym





toy

piece





moose

Exercise 2





Name ________________________

Directions:  Using the Vowel and Consonant Sounds worksheets, rewrite the transcribed English sentences in normal spelling.

a. /wʌns əpan ə taɪm  ðər wʌz ə kæt ɪn ə hæt hu  əskeɪpt frʌm ðə wrld  ʌv daktr sus ænd dəsaɪdɪd tə lɪv ɪn nu joʊrk sɪti, weir hi dəsaɪdɪd tə  luz ðə hæt  ænd bikʌm ə fæʃn dəzaɪnr ʌv filaɪn kæʒul weir./

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. /aɪ toʊld maɪ frεnd  ðæt maɪ  noʊz wʌz  rʌnɪ ŋ ænd ʃi æskt wɪtʃ weɪ ɪt wʌz hεdɪd./

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. /ju meɪ bi tu jʌŋ tə rəmεmbr tεləvɪʒn sεts wɪθaʊt rəmoʊt kəntroʊl, rotəri foʊnz, wʌn  ʌv ðə frst vɪdioʊ  geɪmz kald pɔŋ , eɪt træk teips, ænd laɪf bəfour ðə ɪntrnεt./

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d. / ɪf ju noʊ ðə intrænæʃʊnæl fənεtɪk  ælfabεt, ju kæn ɪmprεs al jr pirz baɪ  jr abɪlɪti tu rid sεntənsɪz laɪk ðiz ænd ðeɪ wɪl  ʌndaʊtɪdli bi grin wɪӨ εnvi./
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