
Guidelines for Content-Based Thematic Unit

Plan your unit to cover approximately 2 weeks of instruction.  Outline lessons for each day (adjusting for block scheduling if necessary) on a calendar form like this:

	Monday


	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Monday


	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday


Provide detailed lessons for five regular class periods (about 55 minutes each) OR three block periods (about 90 minutes each) covered in your unit. (see the following lesson plan template which you can reproduce for each lesson)

Identify the proficiency level or levels of your students and their age/grade level. 

Identify the theme of your unit.  A theme should be a broad concept that is important and can be related to different content subjects.  More information will be provided on thematic instruction.

Include at least 3 different content areas in your unit lessons.  For example, you might include science, social studies, and literature, or social studies, math, and music.

Use the Instructional Sequence Guidelines (attached) as a guide for writing your objectives and planning the five phases of your instruction.  Your objectives should include content, language, and learning strategies and should be aligned with ACTFL and State Standards. Remember to start with a Preparation activity to activate background knowledge and to include Presentation, Practice, Self-Evaluation (by students), and Expansion activities in your unit. 

Integrate the four skills, reading, writing, listening and speaking into your activities, focusing on the development of academic language.  Also include vocabulary development, grammar practice as needed, and a range of communicative and academic language functions in your plans.

Include procedures for the teacher, student activities, materials used, and assessment(s) by the teacher

Use the Instructional Guidelines, Scoring Sheet, and Evaluation Rubric (attached) as a guide for developing your unit.

EXAMPLE: a block-schedule class that meets three times a week

	Monday

Lesson 1 Preparation Presentation

Practice
	Tuesday

No class


	Wednesday

Lesson 1

Self-Evaluation

Expansion

Assessment
	Thursday

No class


	Friday

Lesson 2

Preparation

Presentation

	Monday

Lesson 2

Practice

Self-Evaluation

Expansion

Assessment

	Tuesday

No class


	Wednesday

Lesson 3

Preparation

Presentation

Practice
	Thursday

No class


	Friday

Lesson 3

Self-Evaluation

Expansion

Assessment


EXAMPLE: a 45-minute class that meets five times a week

	Monday

Lesson 1 Preparation Presentation


	Tuesday

Lesson 1 Practice
	Wednesday

Lesson 1

Self-Evaluation

Expansion

Assessment
	Thursday

Lesson 2

Preparation

Presentation


	Friday

Lesson 2

Practice

Self-Evaluation



	Monday

Lesson 2

Expansion

Assessment

	Tuesday

Lesson 3

Preparation
	Wednesday

Lesson 3

Presentation


	Thursday

Lesson 3

Practice

Assessment
	Friday

Lesson 3

Self-Evaluation

Expansion


INSTRUCTIONAL SEQUENCE GUIDELINES

LESSON _____ OF ______

	Theme/Topic
	Grade/Language Level 

	Content Objectives:

	Knowledge 
	Processes/Skills 

	TESOL/State Standards 

	How assessed? 

	Language Objectives:

	Language Awareness 
	 Language Use 

	TESOL/State Standards 

	How assessed? 

	Learning Strategies Objectives:

	Metacognitive Awareness
	Strategies to Learn/Practice

	TESOL/State Standards

	How assessed? 

	Materials:




PROCEDURES

	Preparation:


· How will I find out what my students already know about this content topic and what related prior experiences they have had?

· How will I find out what language skills and learning strategies they already know for this type of task?

· What vocabulary needs to be taught?

· What advance organizer will give students an overview of the lesson?




	Presentation:


· What is the best way to present this content so that students understand the concepts?

· What language skills will they use?

· What learning strategies do I need to model, explain, and/or remind them to use?

· How can I differentiate instruction?



	Practice: 

· What kinds of activities will help my students apply the new information?

· What language skills will they be practicing?

· How will they apply learning strategies during practice activities?

· How can I differentiate their practice activities?



	Self-evaluation: 

· What is the best way for my students to assess their own learning of language, content, and learning strategies?



	Expansion: 

· How can I connect the topic of this lesson to students’ own lives, culture, and language?

· How does this topic connect to other content areas?

· How can parents become involved?

· How can I help students transfer what they have learned to new situations?



	ASSESSMENT: 

· How will I find out what students know and are able to do as a result of this instruction?

· How will I know if students have met the objectives of this lesson or unit?




