ACADEMIC LANGUAGE

· Differs from social language.

· Used for cognitively demanding tasks.

· Taught and learned in school settings.

· Closely tied to literacy; also found in oral language.

· Includes subject-specific vocabulary (often of Greek or Latin origin).

· Grammatical structures more complex than those of social language.

· Formal and decontextualized discourse.

· Used in higher-level thinking.

· Used in higher-level thinking and academic language functions.

· Needs explicit instruction. (Chamot, 2004)
